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to originate student loans or finance
student loan-related activities. This
will provide funds for banks to help
provide critically-needed student loans
during these difficult economic times.

The Federal Home Loan Banks are
today an essential source of stable,
low-cost funds to financial institutions
for home mortgage, small business, and
rural and agricultural loans. With their
members, the Federal Home Loan
Banks represent one of the largest
sources of home mortgage and commu-
nity credit. There are twelve Federal
Home Loan Banks, including one in
Boston, each located in different re-
gions of the country. Their cooperative
structure is ideal for serving the sys-
tem’s 8,100 member lenders.

Today, the Federal Home Loan
Banks provide billions of dollars of pri-
mary liquidity to approximately 80 per-
cent of the Nation’s financial institu-
tions. By providing this additional stu-
dent loan authorization to its mem-
bers, member institutions will be able
to remain active in the student loan
marketplace and help students pay for
their education.

This legislation is absolutely vital to
securing the opportunity of higher edu-
cation for all who choose to pursue it.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  510—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CYSTIC FI-
BROSIS AWARENESS MONTH

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:

S. REs. 510

Whereas cystic fibrosis is one of the most
common life-threatening genetic diseases in
the United States and one for which there is
no known cure;

Whereas the average life expectancy of an
individual with cystic fibrosis is 37 years, an
improvement from a life expectancy in the
1960s where children did not live long enough
to attend elementary school, but still unac-
ceptably short;

Whereas approximately 30,000 people in the
United States have cystic fibrosis, more than
half of them children;

Whereas 1 of every 3,500 babies born in the
United States is born with cystic fibrosis;

Whereas more than 10,000,000 Americans
are unknowing, symptom-free carriers of the
cystic fibrosis gene;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recommend that all States
consider newborn screening for cystic fibro-
sis;

Whereas the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
urges all States to implement newborn
screening for cystic fibrosis to facilitate
early diagnosis and treatment which im-
proves health and life expectancy;

Whereas prompt, aggressive treatment of
the symptoms of cystic fibrosis can extend
the lives of people who have the disease;

Whereas recent advances in cystic fibrosis
research have produced promising leads in
gene, protein, and drug therapies beneficial
to people who have the disease;
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Whereas innovative research is progressing
faster and is being conducted more aggres-
sively than ever before, due, in part, to the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation’s establishment
of a model clinical trials network;

Whereas, although the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation continues to fund a research
pipeline for more than 30 potential therapies
and funds a nationwide network of care cen-
ters that extend the length and quality of
life for people with cystic fibrosis, lives con-
tinue to be lost to this disease every day;

Whereas education of the public about cys-
tic fibrosis, including the symptoms of the
disease, increases knowledge and under-
standing of cystic fibrosis and promotes
early diagnosis; and

Whereas the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
will conduct activities to honor National
Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Month in May
2008: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the goals and ideals of National
Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Month;

(2) supports the promotion of further pub-
lic awareness and understanding of cystic fi-
brosis;

(3) encourages early diagnosis and access
to quality care for people with cystic fibrosis
to improve the quality of their lives; and

(4) supports research to find a cure for cys-
tic fibrosis by fostering an enhanced re-
search program through a strong Federal
commitment and expanded public-private
partnerships.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 511—RECOG-
NIZING THAT JOHN SIDNEY
McCAIN III, IS A NATURAL BORN
CITIZEN

Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. COBURN, Mrs.
CLINTON, and Mr. WEBB) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REs. 511

Whereas the Constitution of the United
States requires that, to be eligible for the Of-
fice of the President, a person must be a
“‘natural born Citizen’ of the United States;

Whereas the term ‘‘natural born Citizen”’,
as that term appears in Article II, Section 1,
is not defined in the Constitution of the
United States;

Whereas there is no evidence of the inten-
tion of the Framers or any Congress to limit
the constitutional rights of children born to
Americans serving in the military nor to
prevent those children from serving as their
country’s President;

Whereas such limitations would be incon-
sistent with the purpose and intent of the
“natural born Citizen’ clause of the Con-
stitution of the United States, as evidenced
by the First Congress’s own statute defining
the term ‘‘natural born Citizen’’;

Whereas the well-being of all citizens of
the United States is preserved and enhanced
by the men and women who are assigned to
serve our country outside of our national
borders;

Whereas previous presidential candidates,
were born outside of the United States of
America and were understood to be eligible
to be President; and

Whereas John Sidney McCain, III, was born
to American citizens on an American mili-
tary base in the Panama Canal Zone in 1936:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That John Sidney McCain, III, is
a ‘“‘natural born Citizen” under Article II,
Section 1, of the Constitution of the United
States.

April 10, 2008

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I
join Senator CLAIRE MCCASKILL in in-
troducing a resolution to express the
common sense of everyone here that
Senator MCCAIN is a ‘“‘natural born Cit-
izen,” as the term is used in the Con-
stitution of the United States. Our
Constitution contains three require-
ments for a person to be eligible to be
President—the person must have
reached the age of 35; must have re-
sided in America for 14 years; and must
be a ‘“‘natural born Citizen’ of the
United States. Certainly there is no
doubt that Senator McCAIN is of suffi-
cient years on this earth and in this
country given that he has been serving
in Washington for over 25 years. How-
ever, some pundits have raised the
question of whether he is a ‘‘natural
born Citizen” because he was born out-
side of the official borders of the
United States.

JOHN SIDNEY MCCAIN, III, was born to
American citizens on an American
Naval base in the Panama Canal Zone
in 1936. Numerous legal scholars have
looked into the purpose and intent of
the ‘“‘natural born Citizen’’ require-
ment. As far as I am aware, no one has
unearthed any reason to think that the
Framers would have wanted to limit
the rights of children born to military
families stationed abroad or that such
a limited view would serve any noble
purpose enshrined in our founding doc-
ument. Based on the understanding of
the pertinent sources of constitutional
meaning, it is widely believed that if
someone is born to American citizens
anywhere in the world they are natural
born citizens.

It is interesting to note that another
previous presidential candidate, George
Romney, was also born outside of the
United States. He was widely under-
stood to be eligible to be President.
Senator Barry Goldwater was born in a
U.S. territory that later became the
State of Arizona so some even ques-
tioned his eligibility. Certainly the
millions of Americans who voted for
these two Republican candidates be-
lieved that they were eligible to as-
sume the office of the President. The
same is true today.

Because he was born to American
citizens, there is no doubt in my mind
that Senator MCCAIN is a natural born
citizen. I recently asked Secretary of
Homeland Security Michael Chertoff, a
former Federal judge, if he had any
doubts in his mind. He did not.

I expect that this will be a unani-
mous resolution of the Senate and I
thank the Senator from Missouri for
working with me on this.

I ask unanimous consent that the
relevant excerpt from the Judiciary
Committee hearing where Secretary
Chertoff testified be made a part of the
RECORD.

EXCERPT OF SECRETARY CHERTOFF TESTIMONY
FROM APRIL 2, 2008

Chairman LEAHY. We will come back to
that. I would mention one other thing, if I
might, Senator Specter. Let me just ask
this: I believe—and we have had some ques-
tion in this Committee to have a special law
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